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School of Studies in Biotechnology, Pt. Ravishankar Shukla University, Raipur (C.G.) organized
a National workshop on “Advancing Frontiers in Indigenous Knowledge of Medicinal Plants” on
7% October 2025 at Seminar Hall, School of Studies in Biotechnology, Pt. Ravishankar Shukla
University, Raipur (C.G.). The program commenced with the ceremonial lighting of the lamp by the
esteemed guests, followed by a warm welcome through the presentation of a sapling. Subsequently,
Prof. Afaque Quraishi, Head of the Department, School of Studies in Biotechnology, Pt.
Ravishankar Shukla University, Raipur (C.G.) addressed the gathering with an inaugural speech.
Later, Dr. K.K. Ghosh, Head of the Department, School of Studies in Chemistry, Pt.
Ravishankar Shukla University, Raipur (C.G.) delivered an insightful address, sharing his
thoughts on the significance and purpose of organizing the workshop. He emphasized that, in
accordance with the National Education Policy (NEP), an integrated approach to learning and
research is essential for development of the country, and that to make the best use of medicinal plants,
collaborative efforts from all disciplines are necessary. After this, Shri Nirmal Kumar Awasthi,
Director, PGVVE, Bilaspur, delivered his address, highlighting that Chhattisgarh alone harbours
around 7,500 species of traditional medicinal plants. He emphasized that to utilize these resources
effectively for the betterment of mankind, it is crucial to bridge the gap between modern science and
traditional knowledge. He further stressed that, beyond their practical use, research on rare species

and their conservation is the need of the hour. Later, Shri G. Dhammaseel, IFS, DFO, Baloda Bazar,



discussed the initiative ‘Jal, Jungle, Yatra’ , which promotes indigenous knowledge in the

direction of health and tourism. He emphasised the need to provide incentives and a platform for
Vaidyaraj that could be a stepping stone in promoting the use and availability of medicinal plants.
After this, the Guest of Honour, Shri Vikas Markam, Chairman of the Chhattisgarh Tribal Local
Health Traditional and Medicinal Plants Board, Government of Chhattisgarh, stated that every
village should have traditional healers and also emphasised the importance of documenting
medicinal plants. Following the refreshment break, the session continued with an insightful talk by
Dr K. S. Karbhal, Govt. Ayurvedic College, Raipur, delivered a lecture on  “Panchvidh Kashay
Kalpana” and described its types as Swaras, Kalka, Kwath, Sheeta, and Phanta. He explained the
preparation methods, uses and therapeutic importance of each form in traditional medicine. Following
this, Dr. Pranay Wal, Director, PSIT Pharmacy, Director and CEQO, Diabport Healthcare,
Kanpur, addressed the audience through online mode. He highlighted that India is one of the 17
megadiverse countries in the world. He also discussed the importance of Ashwagandha, emphasising
its medicinal properties and relevance in modern therapeutic research. After the lunch break, the
session resumed with a speech by Dr Nagendra Singh Chauhan, Drug Testing Laboratory and
Research Centre, Raipur, who spoke on the role of medicinal plants in therapeutics. He elaborated
on the significance of Triphala. He also mentioned that there are around 32 licensed pharmaceutical
and herbal manufacturers in Chhattisgarh. Shri Nirmal Kumar Avasthi spoke about his foundation-
Paramparagat Gyan and Vanaushadhi Vikas Foundation, which works towards preserving and
promoting traditional knowledge of medicinal plants. He was accompanied by Shri Kashyap Ji and
Shri Samay Lal Yadav, who displayed various medicinal plants and explained their uses and
therapeutic significance. The session also featured enlightening talks by Shri Kanhaiya Lal Sahu
Ji, Shri Krishna Mohan Shrivastava and Vaidya Yuvraj Netam. They shared their experiences
and knowledge on the traditional use of medicinal plants. Towards the end of the session, Prof. S. K.
Jadhav appreciated the successful organisation of the workshop. Finally, Honourable Vice
Chancellor, Prof. Sachchidanand Shukla, Pt. Ravishankar Shukla University, Raipur, addressed
the workshop. He appreciated the overall efforts of the organisers, faculty, and participants for making
the workshop a grand success. At the end of the event, all the distinguished guest was honoured with
mementoes and certificates. The event concluded with a vote of thanks delivered by Dr Nagendra
Kumar Chandrawanshi, who expressed heartfelt gratitude to all the guests, speakers, faculty

members and participants for their active involvement and valuable contributions.



Glimpses of the Session
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NATIONAL WORKSHOP

On

Advancing Frontiers in Indigenous Knowledge
of Medicinal Plants

The wonkshop is designed to explone the identification, founulation, presewvation, and cultivation of medicinal
plants used by the Bastar community, with a focus en the restoration of indigenous fealth practices.
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