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National Seminar on Rabindranath Tagore & Rural 

Development: A Report 

 1. Preamble:         

           As the nationwide celebration of the 150th Anniversary of Rabindranath Tagore was 

coming to an end, Pt Ravishankar Shukla University, Raipur, the oldest institution of academic 

excellence in Chhattisgarh, has organised a three day National Seminar on Rabindranath 

Tagore & Rural Development in the University campus itself. the State Resource Centre( Adult 

&Continuing Education, Raipur( Chhattisgarh) has been their wiling collaborator in this 

venture. The venue has been the University Auditorium  and the C.V. Raman Hall in the Physics 

building. the three-day seminar, from 20th to 22nd February, 2013. It has been sponsored by 

Ministry of Culture, Government of India, New Delhi and University Grants Commission, New 

Delhi. 

             Prof. Mitashree Mitra, Head, School of Regional Studies and Research and Dean of 

Department of Anthropology, has been the Coordinator and she has been ably assisted by the 

two Co-Cordinators, namely ,Mr Tuhin Deb, Director, State Resource Centre( Adult & 

Continuing Education) and Prof V N Dube. the responsibility of the Organising Secretary has 

been borne by Prof. Abha R Pal. there have been ten sub committees organised to discharge 

various specific duties , from registration to technical, cultural, hospitality, publication and 

media. proper coordination among those committees and the monitoring made the Seminar a 

huge success. some 45 papers have been received, acclaimed academicians from Delhi, Bhopal 

and Kolkata joined in the panel discussions and two exciting exhibitions ( Tagore on stamps and 

first-day cover and the other on the paintings of poet himself) have been well-received by the 

spectators.  An elegant souvenir containing abstracts of the papers submitted along with the 

messages conveying best wishes from the Governor, the Chief Minister, Education Minister of 

Culture, Minister of Higher Education, Minister of Housing , Transport, Environment, of the 

Govt. of Chhattisgarh and many other eminent academicians has also been published in this 

occasion.  Now the report of the proceedings of the seminar follows: 

2. First Day, 20th February, 2013 

   2.1  The Inauguration: 

         The seminar was duly inaugurated on the 20th February, 2013 with  a grand ceremony in 

the main auditorium of the University. Honorable, Shekhar Dutt, Governor of the state of 

Chhattisgarh was the chief Guest of the occasion and Dr K K Chakravarty, Chairman, Lalit Kala 

Academy, Ministry of Culture, Govt. of India as well as Chancellor; National University of 



Educational Planning and Administration, Ministry of Human Resource Development, Govt. of 

India delivered the key-note address.  

         Besides, the presidium was comprised of Patron of the seminar Dr S. K. Pandey, Vice 

Chancellor, Pt. Ravishankar Shukla University, Raipur and Shri K K Chandrakar, Registrar of 

the host university along with Dr. Mitashree Mitra, Coordinator of the seminar. 

         The audience of the packed hall stood as the police band played our national anthem. It 

was 11.40 am. 

          The dignitaries on the stage were duly welcomed with flower bouquets. The ceremony 

started by lighting the candles  before the image of Saraswati, Goddess of Learning and Muse, 

by the Chief Guest, the Chairperson ,the Vice-Chancellor and Registrar of the host University. 

Thereafter, flowers were offered to the photograph of Rabindranath Tagore and the seminar 

was formally declared open.  

              Dr S K Pandey, Vice-Chancellor, Pt Ravishankar Shukla University, Raipur explained the 

background of conducting the national seminar on Tagore and Rural Development in 

Chhattsigarh and Prof. Mitashree Mitra, the Co-ordinator of the seminar told the audience 

about the objective, structure and logistics of the seminar. Then the Special Guest Dr. K.K. 

Chakravarty  was requested to deliver the key-note address. 

             In his address Dr K K Chakravarty, Chairman, Lalit Kala Academy, and Chancellor, 

National University of Educational Planning and Administration, GOI, New Delhi, elaborated 

on the theme of the seminar with deep understanding and insight. His scholarly but down to 

earth effortless presentation could penetrate the minds of the audience very easily. 

                While speaking about Tagore's thought of Rural Development he showed that like any 

animate and dynamic thing, Tagore's understanding of the problems of rural India and the 

peasants was born, grew and changed with the progress of time. There have been many straits 

and strands in his flow of thought. He has to be understood in his complex totality of thought, 

in his organic holistic approach, instead of focussing on a particular strand. 

                 Man was at the centre of his model of development. He understood development not 

in terms of proximate values (such as quantum of investment, and GNPs) but in terms of 

creation of ultimate values in the treasure of society. Bleak pictures of village life containing 

appalling poverty, hunger, sickness, abandoned temples, epidemics, adulterated milk, coward 

people, quarrelling with each other used to affect him immensely. He viewed enlightened 

Zaminders as fiduciary trustees of society as the modern welfare state was non-existent in 

those days. The tragedy of Nikhilesh in the novel "Ghare Baire" epitomises the mind-set of 

Tagore at that stage. In "Gora", the protagonist himself while resisting the tyranny of the British 

Indigo-planters finds how difficult it is to arouse the fragmented self-defeating communities. 



But Tagore remains a Sufi-poet to the core. He seeks solace in the realm of Nature and poetry 

just as his insulted , falsely imprisoned hero Sashibhushan does in the story " Cloud and 

Sunshine"( Megh O Roudra), while listening to stray songs of "kirtan", Bengali counterpart of 

Sufi songs. This stage of disillusionment can be called as the second stage in his development of 

thought. 

                      Thereafter  came the stage of restoration. His tour of Europe, acquaintance with 

the plethora of thoughts prevalent in the then West inspired him but his feet were firmly 

rooted in his native soil. His days of activism began. Notwithstanding his efforts to play social 

trustee and fiduciary zaminder in his estate of Patisar -Shilaidah that met with limited success in 

organising a cooperative credit bank, he tried to implement his dream of a village, only one in 

the beginning that will not remain dependent on Government to deal with their burning 

problems like fragmented landholding, famine, epidemic, lack of sanitary system, emaciated 

kids and their mothers.  

             He found the solution in cooperative farming with modern scientific technology, local 

self government and the likes. His two articles on Co-operation (Samavay), Lokhit ( welfare of 

people) and Village Development (Palli-Unnayan) did not remain idle speculation. He sent his 

son Rathindranath Tagore and his friend's son Santosh Majumdar to United States to study 

agro-engineering. With a core team comprising Pearson, Elmherst and a few others he started 

Shreeniketan by the side of Shantiniketan to spread artisanship and skills of handicrafts like 

leather works, wood works, pottery and embroidery with artistic touch and also arranged for 

marketing. He wrote about his vision of liberating at least one village from the darkness of 

poverty, illiteracy and superstition. He revived those age-old village fairs and festivals like 

Ploughing Ceremony, Poush Mela, Festival of Spring, Barshhamangal (welcoming rain) to 

create a community bonding among the isolated villages. Thus, his thought and that of Gandhiji 

had more of convergence and a little of divergence. 

            Gandhiji believed that Swaraj could not wait, it ought to be achieved at any cost, others 

would automatically follow. Tagore, on the other hand, had reservations about gaining freedom 

based on hatred to the foreigners. He put the necessity of building up national character that 

would be fearless, free of superstitions before gaining freedom. Thus, their so-called difference 

appears to be more of modality than of conceptual. 

           After his visit of Russia the fourth stage in his thought began. He was already 

contemplating about giving up his self-imposed role of trusteeship and handing over the role to 

the various committees of the villagers own, but the visit of Russia made him think about the 

impact of the role of welfare state in removing poverty, illiteracy and disease in a short time. 

Notwithstanding his abhorrence towards planning and policy making from the top, his thought 

admitted the role of state in rural development in a caste rooted fragmented society full of 

religious superstition. 



            After 20 years of writing Gora, he wrote "Religion of Man", his concept of universal 

religion. His disenchantment with politics of partisan activism was pronounced in many of his 

writings. He was more concerned with the 'freedom of mind'. Thus, his vision accepted modern 

technology and science with due warmth. His understanding of Hinduism was nothing but the 

culmination of civilization. Instead of land to the tiller, his concern was how to resist the 

predators without creating an autocracy of state. In these days of strife and confusion, Tagore 

appears to be more relevant than before. 

            The Chairperson: while delivering the concluding lecture of the session, Shri Shekhar 

Dutt, Hon’ble Governor of Chhattisgarh, congratulated Pt Ravishankar Shukla University, the 

prime educational institute of Chhattisgarh for organising this three-day National Seminar. 

According to him, the concept of rural development as visualised by Gurudev Tagore is relevant 

to Bengal, nay the whole world. 

            Tagore was a versatile genius the first Nobel Laureate of Asia and the composer of the 

National Anthem of two neighbouring countries, India and Bangladesh. He was not only a great 

patriot who surrendered Knighthood protesting Jalianwalabagh massacre but also a great 

philosopher and humanist. His great empathy with working mass has been aparent in his poem 

“Ora Kaaj Kore" (They go on toiling). His concern with food security and sanitation, his faith in 

decentralisation of power, cooperatives and peasant societies at the grass-root level  and his 

abhorrence to doles and grants have been articulated in his essays "Bhumilaxmi" and "lokhit". 

            Tagore the visionary was well ahead of his time.  With his exuberance with crop rotation 

and increased output through modern scientific technique and writing a small book on universe 

, he stood apart among his contemporaries. He mobilised initial share capitals by borrowing 

from his friends and relatives for establishing a farmers' co-operative credit bank. He also kept 

his prize money of Nobel Award in a far away cooperative bank (now in Bangladesh). 

           His Shreeniketan attempted to teach the children of tribal Santhals the craft of artisans 

and other vocational skills to help them stand on their own. His philosophy of development was 

of inclusive growth.  

          While concluding, the Chairperson expressed his wish that deliberations of this seminar 

would be helpful in finding the solution of the burning question of rural development. 

           The session ended with soulful rendering of RabindraSangeet (Tagore's song) by Ms  Anuradha 

Chatterjee , artist of AIR, Raipur and her team. Thereafter the Souvenir highlighting the salient features 

of this seminar was released by the Chief Guest. During the occasion, Mr Tuhin Deb, Director, State 

Resource Centre (Adult & Continuing Education) also joined the other dignitaries of the presidium.  

Before the formal closure of the session, mementos depicting the profile of Kaviguru Rabindranath were 

gifted to the Chairperson and the Guest of Honour. The inaugural session was competently anchored by 



Prof Aditi Poddar and the vote of thanks was delivered by Mr K K Chandrakar, Registrar of the 

University.  

2.2 Second Session: Inauguration of the Exhibitions 

    After a small break for high tea, the venue of the seminar was shifted to Science Block, C V 

Raman Hall. In the corridor of the hall two exhibitions, one displaying various phases in the life 

of Tagore through photographs, rare ‘first day cover’ and stamps and the other showing 19 

replica of Tagore’s own paintings, attracted a motley crowd of onlookers. Those two exhibitions 

were organised by Mr Ashis Das (Bhilai) and Mr. Ranjan Roy (Kolkata) at the behest of State 

Resource Centre (Adult & Continuing Education), Raipur.  

     The exhibitions were formally inaugurated by Dr. K. K.  Basa, Ex Director of Indian Museum, 

Kolkata (WB) and Indira Gandhi Manav Sangrahalaya, Bhopal (MP). It was followed by a panel 

discussion. The session was chaired by Dr. K. K.  Basa, Ex Director of Indian Museum, Kolkata 

whereas Dr K K Chakravarty, Chairman, Lalit Kala AKademy was the main speaker. Dr. A. 

Kumar was the convenor of the session. 

     Mr Ashish Das, first resource person, explained how his interest in collecting stamps and 

memorable first day covers has been transformed into studying History, Numismatics and 

ancient scripts. He also elaborated on the significance of issuing stamps on Tagore by 

Bangladesh Government on a regular basis. 

    Mr Ranjan Roy, the other resource person, told the audience how the paintings of Tagore 

that began in the much later phase of his life, instead of soothing images, depict the terrible 

dreams of sub conscious in his mind caused by the turmoil during second world war.  

   Dr K K Chakravarty, Chairman, Lalit Kala Academy, Ministry of Culture, Government of India, 

in his address told the audience how the exhibition of the original paintings of Tagore required 

huge insurance and care. Tagore had not painted for displaying or organising exhibitions, he 

opined, but out of some inner urge. Despite his unchanged faith in the ultimate goodness in 

God’s creation, his genius could not fail to observe the wanton destruction of life and values 

resulted from greed and acquisition prevalent in the then Europe. Once again, he reiterated the 

need to understand Tagore in the complex totality of his thought and being, instead of 

matching with some stereotypes. 

 Dr Ravindra Jain, Tagore Nationa Fellow & Retd Prof. of Javahar Lal Nehru National 

University , New Delhi and Prof. K K Basa, Ex-Director, Indian Museum, Kolkata and Indira 

Gandhi National Museum Bhopal  told the audience about the exhibition of Tagore’s Paintings 

in Paris organised by Ms Victoria Ocampo (Argentina). Both of them converged to the 

observation that even in his paintings he was well ahead of his time. 



After the lunch break the series of technical sessions began. 

 

 

 

 2.3 Technical Session-I: 

Chairperson: Prof. D K Marothia,                          Special Lecture: Dr Ravindra K Jain. 

Convener of the Session: Tuhin Dev. 

The lecture of Dr Ravindra Jain, Tagore National Fellow entitled “Roots and Routes: My Notes 

towards a Personal Anthropology of Rabindranath Tagore” is a unique narrative. It is what he 

reconstructs of Tagore’s reflexive trajectory and after matching it with his own expresses as an 

interpretation. The salient features of his lecture are given below: 

The Roots: 

According to Tagore,” A country is not territorial (Mrinmaya), it is ideational (Chinmaya)”. 

Tagore is, in his own way intensely Bengali (in language and culture) minus a territorial fixation. 

Quoting Partha Chatterjee he re-emphasises that Tagore is a Bengali without a geographical 

fixation and an Indian without a Nationalist fixation. That is why Tagore conceptualises India as 

‘the Indic Civilisation rather than a nation’. 

Novels and the Gender Question: 

In contrast to abstraction of his songs and paintings, Tagore emerges in the concrete of 

landscapes, people and especially women as complementary to men. Tagore shatters the 

hubris of ‘woman’ standing as a sign for ‘nation’, namely the spiritual qualities of self-sacrifice, 

benevolence, devotion, and religiosity and so on. The heroines of story ‘Nastanirha’ and 

‘Chokher Bali’, on the other hand, are in the boldest relief celebrations of female sexuality 

irrespective of whether in the home (Ghare) or outside (Baire). That is why Bankim Chandra’s 

Vande Mataram (nation=mother=goddess) is contrasted with Tagore’s Jana-Gana-Mana where 

the centrality of people, inclusive of men and women, resounds as the national anthem for the 

country-India. 

The Poetics of Manhood: 

In delineating Tagore’s routes and translating those into his personal anthropology of Tagore, 

Dr Ravindra K Jain depends on his two source books: Sugata Bose’s article ‘Rabindranath 

Tagore and Asian Universalism’(2010) and Victoria Ocampo: An Exercise in Indo-Argentine 



Relationship edited by Susnigdha Dey(1992). Here we find an unbearable softness of being in 

the Poet, something which now a days called as being ‘completely laid back’. 

Asian Universalism and Mythopoetics: 

During his Asian sea voyages, and his subsequent contacts with Japan and China Tagore became 

fascinated with China, was impressed by Japanese visual arts, but unimpressed by Japan’s 

tendency to imitate the worst elements of European nationalistic imperialism. The of the 

precise pictorial images of traditional Chinese poetry and its subdued undertones as 

expressions of true modernity. 

While on a global oceanic voyage, aboard the Japanese ship Tasamaru, Tagore encountered a 

mighty storm in the Bay of Bengal.  After more than two weeks, he was in the midst of another 

frightening storm in the South China Sea. During that experience he composed his song’ 

Bhuban Jora Asanakhaani’—asking the Almighty to spread his universality in the individual’s 

heart. 

In Lieu of a Conclusion: Gender and Nation in Tagore 

Ever since Ashis Nandy wrote his “Illegitimacy of Nationalism” the English-knowing readers of 

Tagore have come to realize that the Poet was not privy to the widely prevalent mood of 

political and intellectual Indian Nationalism of the late nineteenth and early twentieth 

century’s. His was a variety of patriotism contra nationalism. He did not believe in organisation, 

party, concerted mass movement or participation in political life.  Tagore’s thrust was on 

ATMASHAKTI. 

      The lecture was followed by question-answer session during which Dr Abha Pal and few 

others asked for further elucidation of Tagore’s Patriotism and mainstream Nationalism. These 

were answered satisfactorily. 

Prof O P Verma in his deliberation discussed life and poetry of Tagore. He pointed out the 

unique period of Bengal Renaissance when Tagore and many more genius added to the glory of 

India. He also referred to the role of Brahmo Samaj in the formation of Tagore. He highlighted 

Tagore’s poetic soul and mysticism as revealed in his “Book of Songs” (Geetanjali). He 

concluded while quoting evidences to substantiate deep humanism of the Poet. 

 The Chairperson of the session Prof. D K Marothia, well-known agro-economist of 

international repute was candid enough to admit that while studying on Tagore’s thought and 

experimentation of his model of self-reliant village managing their own affairs through co-

operative way of life and application of modern scientific technology in agriculture including 

crop-rotation, animal husbandry and subsidiary health services, he was amazed to find that 



Tagore in many ways was miles ahead of his time. It appears that the present India has to re-

discover Tagore for its own benefit. 

Dr Manisha Vatsa delivered the vote of thanks. 

 

 

 

 

2.4 Technical Session-II 

Chairperson: Dr Rajendra Mishra                                       Special Lecture: Prof C M Mukherjee 

Convenor: Dr Abha Pal 

This session saw the reading of papers by research scholars, professors and educationists. 

Prof A C Sahoo reported on his six year research on the life and habits of Dongaria-Kondh tribe. 

 Manisha Vatsa while describing the simple ascetic life style of early Shantiniketan days told 

the audience how Tagore’s faith in traditional Indian life and also appreciation of modern 

science influenced the design of the curriculam of Shreeniketan and Shantiniketan. His 

emphasis on teaching by means of mother tongue has been appreciated much later. 

Prabhat Ranjan Mishra elaborated on Tagore’s humanism as revealed in his “Religion of Man” 

essay. Malavika Maity discussed the portraits of stark bleak rural life as revealed in his short 

stories. 

In his special lecture Prof C M Mukherjee raised some moot points such as while deliberating 

on Tagore why we have become so formal, so academic? How are we different from other 

nations?  What it means to be Indian and how we are to live this life? 

Some papers were also focussed on problems of globalization. 

While summing up, Dr Rajendra Mishra, the Chairperson, told us anecdotes between painter 

Nandalal Bose and the Poet. He, quoting Satyajit Ray , told the audience about  Tagore’s poetic 

lamentation for failing to look at the “ one dewdrop on a single blade of grass”. Discussing the 

true import of development he talked about abolition of religion as proposed by Marx, but how 

Gandhi and Tagore, instead of aping the West found meaning of development in the Indian 

context. Reiterating that Tagore’s Internationalism is inclusive of his nationalism, he concludes 



that the function of poetry is to extend the suggestiveness of a language. And Tagore’s poetry 

achieves just that at a superlative level. 

After the question-answer session, Dr. Jitendra Kumar Premi delivered the vote of thanks 

               In the evening there has been a mesmerising dramatic performance by Alternative 

Living Theatre (ALT) of Kolkata directed by Prabir Guha, a thespian who won the Sangeet 

Natak Academy Award for Direction in 2008. Their play ‘Bishaadkaal’ was an adaptation of 

Tagore’s play “Bisarjan”. 

 

 

 

3. Day Two (21st February) Technical Session III & IV: On Women Empowerment & Education 

Chairperson: Ranjan Roy               Special Lecture: Tuhin Deb, Director, SRC (Raipur) 

Convenor: Dr Manisha Vatsa 

This session was concerned with presentations from research scholars, professors and students. 

Most of them focussed on Tagore’ s thought on “Women Empowerment & Education” as 

revealed in the writings of Gurudev Tagore. 

Shilpi Bhattacharya talked of Tagore’s philosophy of education and how he modernised the 

British rusty educational system and how he championed the cause of female education in the 

Conference on Women Education in 1934. She discussed empowered female characters of his 

novels. 

Jubraj Jhawari had some notions about gender equality. 

Atiquee Zaidi enlightened the audience about dialogue between Poet and Einstein the famous 

physicist. 

Ms Sonam focussed on the autobiography of Tagore called “ Jeevansmriti” and how she read 

optimism and patriotism in that, between the lines. 

Neelanjana Ghosh found earliest step towards modern feminism in the novel “Chokher 

Bali”(Eyesore) and she called a grain of sand in the eye of social hypocracy. She pointed to the 

two female characters in contrast, Ashalata , the Sita of 20th Century and Binodini, the triumph 

of female sexuality. 



Jasmine Joshi elaborated on female perspective of Tagore’s writings and the march of women 

from 19th to 20th Century as revealed in the creative literature of Tagore. 

The special lecture of the session was delivered by Tuhin Deb, Director, State Resource Centre 

(Adult & Continuing Education), Raipur. 

Quoting Prof Amartya Sen from his London lecture last year, Tuhin opined that the image of 

Rabindranath as a mystique saintly poet is a creation of West. As Tagore’s “Book of Songs” was 

found in the pocket of a dying soldier, Wilfred Owen, during the World War, the myth 

sustained. Problems also got increased by the difficulty of translation of his poetry in English. In 

Tagore’s “ Letters from Russia” we find his likings for a social system that can ensure basic 

needs and developments for its subjects. 

Thereafter, Mr Deb described the pioneer role of Begum Sakhawat Hussain and her publication 

of “ Begam”, a magazine dedicated to female education, in the last century. 

Citing the recent brutal rape and murder of an ‘unnamed’ girl in Delhi and dictum of ‘Khap’ 

Panchayat he pointed out how, despite so many seminars, workshops and torchlight 

processions, the torture and brutalisation of women are going on without any restraint. The 

poignant question raised by Amartya Sen about ‘Missing Women’ is a case in point. 

His lecture was followed by usual question—answer session. It ended with vote of thanks by Dr 

Moyna Chakravarty. 

Before lunch, there has been an audio-play based on a short-story of Tagore, named 

‘Postmaster’.  This emotional play running around the tale of a village postmaster and a little 

girl impressed the audience. The play was performed by “Adda”(chitchat), a group of Bengali 

intellectuals of Raipur. The performance of the little girl touched the emotional chord of many a 

heart. 

3.2 Technical Session-V: Humanism & Nationalism 

Chairperson: Mr Sergius Minz, IAS and Educationist, 

Special Lecture: Prof. Rajat Kanti Das, Ex-Dean of Anthropology, Vidyasagar University (WB). 

Convenor: Manisha Vatsa. 

This session was focussed on Humanism & Nationalism of Tagore and many papers were read. 

Dr Rajat Kanti Das in his paper titled “Humanism of Rabindranath Tagore: The Way a 

Humanistic Anthropologist May Look at it” first attempted to create a synthesis among the 

various  definitions of ‘humanism’, such as ‘ a doctrinal way of life’, ‘a doctrine of human dignity 



and self-growth through religion’, and ‘emphasis on human spirit—characteristic of 

Renaissance’. 

Then he warns about straitjacketing Tagore within a specific frame as he transcends all 

traditional barriers.  Though Dr Das does not neglect Yeats but he is emphatic that the spirit of 

‘Geetanjali’ is elusive in English ‘Book of Songs’. 

Then he goes for threadbare analysis of the concept of Humanism & Nationalism as revealed in 

most of the poems of Geetanjali. His harmonious and integrated expression of life, a feeling of 

deep fullness is reminiscent of Dante and Shakespeare, fruits of 16th century European 

Renaissance. Thereafter Tagore’s thoughts and ideas are compared with Bergson and other 

Anthropologists on the basis of their similarity in embracing rationality, liberation and 

advocacy. Indian anthropologists, from Tulsidas to Iravati Carve are also discussed by Dr Das in 

this context. 

While concluding Dr Das quotes Eric Cole’s definition of Anthropology as most scientific among 

the humanities and most humanistic among the sciences.  He quotes Somendranath Thakur, 

only Marxist in the extended family of Tagore, “Rabindranath’s humanism is abstract, and mine 

is the opposite’. He opines that Tagore’s humanism is all embracing, not limited by any 

particular dogma as according to Tagore culture liberates not binds. 

After the usual question-answer session, the presentation of papers began. 

Shabana Azmi while referring to a discussion with painter Mukul De elaborated at length on 

the picturesque aspects of the poetry of Tagore. 

Pramila Nagwanshi talked on lack of gender equality in the contemporary rural India 

Prabhat Ranjan Mishra talked of a balanced approach of growth inhibited in Tagore’s thoughts. 

Sheena Abraham told the audience that she has found two of Tagore’s poems, such as ‘Where 

mind is without fear’ and’ Go you alone ’( Ekla Chalo Re) as highly charged political poems. She 

also informed that the English translation of the later poem was rendered by none other but 

Late Indira Gandhi in 1935 as she was a student of Shantiniketan in those days. 

Dr B L Sonkar and Dr Bhoomiraj Patel presumed that Tagore had utilised the market 

mechanism for improving the lot of the farmers. 

Dr Abha Pal delivered vote of thanks. 

3.3 Formal Valedictory Session: 

Chairperson: Dr S K Pandey, Vice Chancellor, Pt Ravishankar University, Raipur. 

Chief Guest: Dr Ravindra K Jain, Tagore National Fellow, Former Professor JNU, New Delhi. 



Convener of the Session: Tuhin Deb, Director, SRC( Adult & Continuing Education), Raipur 

Summarising the discussions that took place in the previous sessions, Dr Ravindra K Jain, 

appreciated the illumination of many aspects Tagore’s contextualisation and integration into 

researches. He welcomed the idea of reconstruction and augmentation and thus preservation 

of cultural heritage in the light of Tagore’s thought. He opined that universalistic vision and 

horizon of Tagore also inclusive of our cultural heritage. Tagore looked beyond territorial 

boundaries and remained an Indian patriot as well as a humanist world citizen. 

     In his concluding valedictory lecture, Chairperson Dr S K Pandey, Vice Chancellor, Pt 

Ravishankar University, Raipur affirmed that Tagore was born before his time. His dream was to 

develop a truly Indian Village independent and capable of handling their own affair. He felt that 

much of contemporary problems, such as urban and rural divide, exodus from village to cities 

and educated unemployment, could be minimised if not solved had we paid heed to Tagore’s 

model of inclusive growth. 

Dr Abha Pal delivered vote of thanks. 

The day ended with a string of soulful melodious RabindraSangeet sung in Hindi by Rabindra-

Sudha a well-known team from Bhilai led by the vocal duo Sanchaita Roy and Bishwajit Sarkar.  

4. Third Day( 22nd February, 2013): Miscellaneous Session: 

Chairperson: Prof. Rajat Kanti Das, Ex-Dean, Anthropology, Vidyasagar  University(WB). 

Special Speaker: Rajkamal Nayak, Consultant, SRC (Adult & Continuing Education)Raipur. 

Convenor: Manisha Vatsa, Programme Coordinator, SRC, Raipur. 

Special speaker of the day, Rajkamal Nayak, himself an accomplished veteran of stage, talked 

about the plays of Tagore like Raktakarabi, Muktadhara, Achalaayatan and Bisarjan, at length. 

He regretted the scarcity of translation of Tagore’s Plays in Hindi. He emphasised the need of 

good number of translation in Hindi, the need of understanding Tagore in its totality instead of 

in fragments.  He reiterated the old demand of establishing The Tagore Chair in the University 

as it could help in realising the above needs. 

The eight papers read today emphasised equitable and inclusive development as the need of 

the hour. But, it would be meaningful and sustainable if the policy makers and executive of our 

countries adopt the Tagore’s holistic approach for rural development. 

Chairperson Dr Das summed up the discussions and answered all the queries satisfactorily. 

The vote of thanks was delivered by Vinod Singh Kharsan, Programme Officer, SRC (Adult & 

Continuing Education). 



Thus the three-day National Seminar on “ Rabindranath Tagore & Rural Development”  

organised by Pt Ravishankar Shukla University, Raipur in collaboration with State Resource 

Centre(Adult & Continuing Education), Raipur ended with much hope and expectations for the 

future. 

_______________________****************------------------------------------------------------ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



National Seminar on Rabindranath Tagore and  

Rural Development 

February 20-22, 20 

Inauguration of Exhibition, 20th February, 2013 

 

SL.No. Name Post  
1. Prof. K.K. Basa Ex-Director of Indian 

Museum, Kolkata  

Chief Guest 

2. Dr. K.K. Chakrawarti Chairperson NEUPA & 

Chairperson,  Lalit Kala 

Academy, Ministry of Culture 

Chairperson 

3. Shri Ashis Das  Resource Person 

4. Shri Ranjan Roy Sr. Consultant, SRC, Raipur Resource Person 

Technical Session -1  

1. Dr. D.K. Marothia Agro Economist Chairperson 

2. Prof. R.K. Jain Tagore National Fellow, JNU 

Delhi 

Special Speaker 

3. Prof. O.P. Verma Secretary, Vivekananda Vidya Special Speaker 

4. Shri Tuhin Deb Director, SRC, Raipur, CG. Convener 

5. Dr. Manisha Vatsa Sr. Prog. Officer, SRC, 

Raipur, CG 

Vote of Thanks 

Technical Session-2  

1. Prof. Rajendra Mishra  Chairperson 

2. Dr. C.M. Mukherjee Visiting Professor, HHLU Special Speaker 

3. Dr. Abha Pal  Professor, HOD, History, Pt. 

RSU, Raipur 

Convener 

4. Dr. Preeti Suresh Associate Professor, UIOP, 

PRSU, Raipur 

Rapporter  

5. Prof. Jitendra Premi Professor, Anthropology, Pt. 

RSU,  

Vote of Thanks 

 Paper Present   

5. Shri Prasant Ranjan Mishra   

6. Ms. Malabika Maiti M.Ed Student, Pt. RSU, 

Institute of Teacher Education 

 

7. Shri Ambarish Tripathi Asst. Govt. College Jamnagar, 

Durg, C.G 

 

8. Dr. Manisha Vatsa Sr. Prog. Officer, SRC, 

Raipur, CG 

 

9. Shri A.C. Sahu   

Technical Session-3  21st February, 2013  

1. Shri  Ranjan Roy Sr. Consultant, Chairperson Chairperson 



2. Shri Tuhin Deb Director, SRC, Raipur, C.G. Special Speaker 

3. Dr. Manisha Vatsa Sr. Prog. Officer, SRC, 

Raipur, CG 

Convener 

4. Dr. Savita Singh Asst. Prof. English, Govt. 

NPG College of Seminar, 

Raipur 

Rapporter 

5. Dr. Madhulata Bara Asst. Prof. Rapporter 

6. Dr. Moyna Chakravarty Professor, Anthropology, Pt. 

RSU,  Raipur 

Vote of Thanks 

 Paper Present  

1. Shri Bhattacharya Asst. Professor  

2. Jubraj Khamari Lecture, Mats University  

3. Shri Ateeq Zaidi Prog. Officer, SRC, Raipur, 

CG 

 

3. Ms. Sonam Prog. Officer, SRC, Raipur, 

CG 

 

4. Ms. Nilanjana Ghos B.Ed Student, Ramakrishna 

Institute of Education 

 

5. Prof. Jasmin Joshi Asst. Prof. MATS University  

Technical Session-4   

1. Serjius Minj Chief Information 

Commissioner, State 

Information Commission, 

Raipur 

Chairperson 

2. Prof. Rajat Kanti Das Former Professor, Vidyasagar 

University, West Bengal & 

President, Indian Anth. 

Society 

Special Speaker 

3. Prof. Basheer Hasan Professor SOS in Psychology, 

Pt. RSU, Raipur 

Convener 

4. Sh. Sakir Ali Advisor, State Resource 

Centre, Raipur 

Rapporter 

5. Prof. Priyamvada 

Shrivastava 

Prof. SOS in Psychology, Pt. 

RSU, Raipur 

  

 Paper Present   

6. Smt. Shabana Azmi Senior. Programme Officer 

SRC, Raipur, C.G. 

 

7. Smt. Pramila Nagvanshi Research, Scholar SOS, Pt. 

RSU 

 

8. Shri Prabhat Ranjan Mishra M.Ed Student, Pt. RSU, 

Raipur 

 

9. Mrs. Sheena Abraham HOD, Dept. of English, 

MATS University 

 

Concluding Session, 21st February, 2013 

1. S.K.  Pandey Vice-Chancellor  

2. Sh. R.K. Jain Tagore National Fellow  



3. Sh. Tuhin Deb   

4. Prof. Mitashree Mitra Prof. and Head  

5. Dr. Abha Pal Prof. and Head  

 Miscellaneous Session 

22nd February, 2013 

  

1. Dr. Rajat Kanti Das Ex-Dean, Anthropology, 

Vidya Sagar University, WB 

Chairperson 

2. Shri Rajkamal Nayak Consultant, SRC, CG Special Speaker 

3. Dr. Moina Chakravarty Prof. Anthropology, Pt. RSU, 

Raipur 

Convener 

4. Shri Vinod Singh Prog. Officer, SRC, Raipur Vote of Thanks 
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